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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449
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March 15,            2007, Washington, D.C. -             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth released the following statement today upon            passage of agricultural disaster assistance from the House Defense Appropriations            Subcommittee:
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“I’m very pleased            that disaster assistance was included in today’s bill. This is a much            deserved and long overdue victory for South Dakota’s farmers and ranchers,            who have suffered through years of severe drought. I have been urging            House leadership to address this issue for almost two years. A drought            is not as dramatic or sudden as other natural disasters, but it is no            less devastating – and today’s inclusion of disaster aid is an important            recognition of that.”
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The inclusion of            drought relief represents the culmination of a lengthy battle in the            House. Last year, despite a Presidential veto threat and the strong            opposition of House Republican leadership, Herseth secured the support            of Democratic leadership for drought relief and led an effort in the            House to collect more than 200 bipartisan signatures in support of the            bill.
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Congresswoman            Stephanie Herseth serves South Dakota in the U.S. House of Representatives.            She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats            committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is            co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising the            profile of issues important to rural America. She also serves on three            committees vital to South Dakota’s interests: Agriculture, Veterans’            Affairs and Resources. In the 110th Congress, Herseth was appointed            to serve on the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming.
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